EDITORIAL

T

THE HEIGHT OF SPIRITUALITY

he month of October brings to our mind the feast days of St. Therese of Child Jesus and St.
Theresa of Avila. The two outstanding Doctors of the Church and well known Carmelite
Saints can help us to draw the water from the wells of Salvation. These women Saints encourage and confront us to find true happiness not in worldly pleasures but in loving and adoring the king of Kings and Lord of Lords, Jesus our Savior. Their inner journey enabled them
to discover the beauty and grandeur of their spouse so they reached the height of spirituality
which one cannot fathom. However they are the beacon who can inspire us to tread the path
of humility, love and detachment with determination and pure intention to love God above all
things and serve Him in our brothers and sisters selflessly. St. Therese’s Spiritual approach we
see in these three words Love, Humility, Confidence. Her spirituality has been recognized by
the Church as a special gift from God for ordinary people everywhere to reach heroic sanctity.
She summarized her spirituality in these simple but profound words, “My Little Way is all love.”
Her complete and unshakable trust in the love of God our Father was the foundation of her
spiritual life, a childlike relationship with our Creator that raised her to the heights of sanctity.
St Theresa of Jesus states that “faith tells us that we possess souls” made in the image and
likeness of God.
Therefore, we should take time to consider
the
“soul’s
great dignity and beauty,” and to “carefully
preserve the
soul’s beauty. (Intr. 11; IC 28-29) Souls without
prayer
are like people whose bodies and limbs are
p a r a l y z e d .”
Her spirituality is not about what one experiences,
but about what one becomes. She does not
promise any
achievement of inner peace, but a relationship that this
life is too small to contain. She wants her
readers
toknow the kind of contemplation that leads
deep into the
mystery of the Cross. She was convinced that
the
power
of God is at work in us: the more one loses
oneself in love of God, the more one’s integrity is made whole—and a fullness of life begins.
As Carmelite missionaries I feel we must turn our gaze on the life lived by our Saints. They will
teach the true art of living the Christian spirituality. As we do not know what will happen tomorrow.
For what is our life? It is even a vapor that appears for a little time and then vanishes away” (James
4:14). Living knowing that our life is a vapor is different than just living. Things here are passing
away. We’ve got to hold on to what will stand. Savor what matters. This is how the Saints lived.
In this way we can reach the height of Spirituality with the awareness of God’s loving presence.
Sr. Santana Rosario
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H

ope stands up, hope remains firm and our lives have the rays of hope. The Hope of living, the hope of
future, and the hope of being liberated from pain & sorrow helps us to go ahead. As we have come to the
endemic stage of pandemic covid-19, we hope that we may not face such situations again in our lives. We
thank God who is so merciful and loving, for keeping us with good health.

As we celebrated the birthday of our Mother Mary, it reminded us to offer
ourselves to God and seek His will in our
lives. We also celebrated another important feast which was the feast of our
patron Saint, Theresa of Child
Jesus. Her virtues like humility, simplicity
and childlike attitude taught us,
how we need to depend on Jesus in order
to possess Him and to grow in
intimate relationship with Him. This feast
brought great joy in our heart
as the sisters made this day a memorable one.
They made us to feel special on
this day with their great sacrifices. Many fathers
from the campus came to wish us.
We had a short visit to Papal Seminary Chapel as well as Jnana Deep library. It was like a short
picnic for us since we remain all the time inside. In the evening we were given short entertainment
program by our sisters. They performed humorous skits which left us with heartfelt laughter. We are
also grateful to all the sisters for their prayers and remembrance of that special day.

Novitiate Community

First experience is the best……..

T

he community is the house of God, it is the unity of soul, and is the place to tell Jesus, I love you.
My soul sings a song of joy when I recall the three months which I spent in the community of Bedwan. First
of all I thank the heavenly Father for all the blessings which he bestowed on me. I thank provincial and councilors who sent me for a community experience to very loving, active community – Relwa. I am grateful to each
one of my sisters for their love, care and concern towards me. As I lived with them each one’s life inspired me
and strengthened me to commit myself to the service of God and His people. Their hard work, selfless services
were admirable. As Fr. Francisco Palau says ‘’I live and will live for the church, I live and will die for the church.’’
I experienced this sentence echoing in their heart and it echoed in my heart too, as I went to visit the people.
Whenever I visited the people, I felt strong desire to serve them selflessly and generously and I felt the joy of
giving myself without counting the cost. May God help me and all of us to serve Him with generosity of heart.
Shanti Mardi (2nd year novice)
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The best and most beautiful things in the world cannot be seen or even touched they must be felt with the
Heart”- Helen Keller

A

fter a long pause, the life started to replenish on the earth. And amidst the post pandemic, various
events had taken place in our Community, School and Surrounding areas following the Government Protocols.
Let’s have a glimpse …

“On Care for our Common Home” is the new appeal from Pope Francis. He calls the Church and the
world to acknowledge the urgency of our environmental challenges and to join him in embarking on
a new path. On 4th Oct. our community conducted a prayer service and offered various symbols to
the creator. We planted more shady trees, seasonal flower plants in our school campus. Our vision of
creation care is rooted
in the scripture (Gen.1:1-31)
A creative event ‘Thematic Clean India’ drive campaign was organized in our school. Students called
out the slogans, raising the awareness about the importance of cleanliness on the earth, they projected
placard and instructed people on the street to keep
the surrounding clean in order to breathe fresh air.
It was notably appreciated by Junagadh Municipal
Corporation and it all went viral on the social media.

“For Prayer is nothing else than being on terms of friendship with God”
Our Sisters Viyagula Mary and Pushpa Kerketta called CMS members to join with us for
the Vespers, followed by the celebration of our
Great Saint Teresa of Avila. After a long break,
we had the occasion to meet and share our joy.
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We celebrated the 67th Foundation Day of the arrival of the Carmelite Missionaries in Junagadh. We recollected our Great Pioneers Rev
Srs. Francisca Font, Antonia Juan and Mother Conception Migueliz,
who upraised the missionary work for the Leprosy Hospital. The untouchables and the underprivileged Lepers were treated with much
love.
People of Junagadh still love them for their undying spirit to heal
the lepers mentally as well as physically. Carmelite Missionaries existence in Junagadh till date is the authenticity of the services rendered
by our great Pioneers.
Let’s go forth… to witness our precious mission of love.

Sr. Viyagula Mary & Community

from Prithi Kunj Community

W

e the sisters from Prithikunj are here to share about the life and mission. This month
had been a grace filled month as it was dedicated to Mother Mary and the Rosary.
Sisters Ardaki and Rose were going to the Zone level to pray the rosary every week. And
their presence made the atmosphere prayerful and grace filled. We too celebrated the feasts
of St. Therese of Child Jesus and St. Teresa of Avila. We had tridum in preparation for the
feast of St. Therese of child Jesus and we prayed especially for all our novices. In preparation for the feast of St. Teresa of Avila we had creative novena by all the sisters and special
prayers were offered for all our juniors as she is their Patron Saint. On the day of the feast,
we offered the day’s prayers for all of them and made the day’s liturgy very creative and
alive. We began the day with Morning Prayer and followed by solemn Holy Eucharistic
celebration by Rev. Fr. Johnson OCD, he preached on the life of St. Teresa of Avila and her
teaching on four different stages of prayer. The senior sisters and the candidates made this
day more colorful and memorable with their creative entertainment and recreation in the
evening. All of us enjoyed and we felt the joy of being together.
After a long gap the churches and the other worship places in Mumbai were reopened by following all the Covid
protocols. Now we are
actively involved in
liturgy, choir, youth group,
teaching catechism,
SCC and distribution of
Holy Communion.
We too are involved in the
soup Kitchen program which is conducted
by the parish to help
the poor and the needy by
giving them food
packets on every Tuesdays,
Thursdays and Saturdays.
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Sr. Ardaki and Sr. Meltina are actively involved in the parish youth and their presence among
the youth makes them more vibrant and active to do the mission which is entrusted to them.
On 17th of this month they had youth meeting in order to discuss on mission Sunday. On
24th being the mission Sunday we had Holy Mass in the parish, and took food packets from
the parish as the contribution to the church in Korlai. In the evening the parish conducted
program on zoom and we actively participated in the housie game and dance. It was a spirit
fulfilled moment and we enjoyed the presence of each other on the screen. We began new income generating program of making Rosaries. All are involved in this new project and hoping
for the best.

Sr.Dafney & Community

A voice from Purdua
Community , Meghalaya

“Whoever is happy will make others happy too.” – Anne Frank

W

e are happy to share with you all about our mission. From the time we arrived at Avila Nivas, the
people are filled with lots of happiness and excitement. We can see the joy in their faces.

We celebrated teachers’ day solemnly. For the first
time we organized seminar for the parents at St.
Antothy’s Secondary School Purdua to guide and
motivate their children in the right direction. The
teaching staff and students honored parents with
special batches. Sr. Anima Minj escorted the president of the school to the dias to inaugurate the
event of the day. We started the seminar by invoking the presence of God, by lighting the lamp,
reading the word of God and prayer dance by class
VIII students. There was the declaration of the
half yearly examination result. The rank holders
and full attendance students were awarded with
gifts as an incentive for all.
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We take tuitions daily, for the weaker students of
our village. They are interested in their learning
and we see keenness and improvement in them.
We are involved in faith formation in various way
like catechism classes for the children, prayer
group for mothers, youth seminar in different
placess, sharing the Word of God on Sundays in
sub stations of our parish. We do visit the families,
give health education, listening to them and praying with them.
We too had gone to meet Arch-Bishop of Shillong
for our paper work. He was happy to see us and
In the month of August, we welcome our 3 candidates from
Mawkyndeng parish. They stayed with us for a month and then
they were accompanied to Mumbai by Sr. Olivia shadap.
Our students of classes VIII to X received solar study lamp
from the government of Meghalaya.
We cultivate fruits and vegetables for our sustenance in our
field.
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On 3rd October Srs. Gulshan Kullu and Olivia Shadap had gone to Mawthlen sub station for the youth
program. On 9th to 10th October Sr. Olivia shadap and Youginia Rymbai
(candidate) attended the youth program at Mawkyndeng parish. Sr. Oivia
Shadap got opportunity speak about our Congregation and mission.
Life is beautiful when one makes it and it is possible to give without loving,
but it is impossible to love without giving.
Sr. Anima & comty

The Long awaited

unveiled

Due

to Corona and Lock down, the people of Khardipada had been waiting to inaugurate the
new Church, dedicated to St. Joseph. Finally, their dream came to realization on 10th of
October 2021.
We noticed on their faces, the joy and the satisfaction of their hard work. There were many who
donated money but the elderly man called Rupsingbhai who offered the land to build the church
that was the greatest joy for the people of the village, because Advisees will not give up even a small
piece of land to anybody because that is their property and wealth which they have to show when
their daughters or sons get marry. Specially to give the girl in marriage the first question they will
ask is how much land they have. That generosity of one man brought joy to the village people and
the parish. On our part as priests and sisters we could give our time and share our talents in singing practice, entrance dance, arti, decoration of the church and the Altar along with the youth.
At 10.30 a.m. Emeritus Bishop Stanislaus Fernandez S. J.
the apostolic administrator of Baroda was welcomed from
the entrance of the village to the church by the women and
girls with Adivasi dance. The sound of the big Drum (Dholka) brought the enthusiasm and joy to welcome Bishop in
their village, even though they had worked whole night. In
those days I saw the unity in the parish. People from the
other villages came to help them in singing for mass and to
play the instruments. That helping hand brought joy and
encouragement in the village people. After the blessings of
the church Bishop celebrated the mass with other 9 priests.
Our sisters from Dediapada, Sagbara and Bedvan also
joined us in the joy and happiness of our parish people.
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The bishop expressed his joy in seeing the improvement which has taken place in the past 30
to 40 years in the faith. After the mass all the donors were honored with garland and shawl. The
meal was served to all who were present. People
experienced the real joy of their hard work of
the past three years in seeing the church building in their village.

Sr. Lalita Macwan and Community
Umarpada

The Great

O

n 22nd September 2021, an awaited day, we celebrated the 90th Birthday of our dear Sr. Maria
Teresa Conde with great gaiety. The day began with a con-celebrated Eucharist with the three
priests in the morning. Our boarders were also invited for the Mass and they sang and did the Arti, for
the thanksgiving Mass.
We were very happy to celebrate 90 years of life of our Dear Sr. Maria Teresa. Many are not gifted to
reach this age - hearty and healthy as she has. We continued the celebration at 7p.m. as our sisters arrived from three communities; Dediapada, Umarpada and Sagbara, they added grace to our program.
The celebrant , Birthday baby was felicitated with lovely real and handmade roses.
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The function began with a short prayer service well prepared and meaningful for the occasion. We
thanked the Lord for the 90 fruitful years of Sr. Maria Teresa. Our Parish Priest along with two assistant priests arrived with their gifts.

Our boarders performed colorful dances and increased our joy. At the end, our novice, Santi Mardi,
also did a graceful dance. Sr. Teresa wept tears of joy. She was adorned with balloons and she cut the
cake with 90 lighted candles which took a few seconds to blow off and there was a thunderous applause. The climax of the program was a sumptuous meal. As the food was being blessed the electricity
went off and we had candle light supper as in grand hotels. We wish Sr. Maria Teresa Conde - Three
kudos to complete the Century with good health and vigor. May God be praised for the gift of her life.
Sr. Annie Kurien and community, Relwa.

Feelings of Gratitude

A

t the end of my 90th Happy Birthday celebrations the sisters asked me to express my feeling of
this moment. In reality my heart was overflowing with emotions of happiness and I struggled for
words as my throat choked and eyes filled with tears of joy. All the same I said a big thank you filled
with gratitude and love.
First of all, my heartfelt thanks to God Almighty, who has created me only for Him, because He called
me at a very tender age of 14 or 15 years of old. I am sure that He kept on calling me till this great day,
for me to celebrate my birthday no less than 90 years, a rare gift to few.
My special greetings and thanks to my community members who have taken their time and energy to make me
happy with prayer-holy hour. beautiful decorations and
all the rest. Also I thank all of you sisters from the three
communities who were present with me, that given grace
to the occasion. I am convinced that you will not forget
this day as I do, till the Lord calls me for eternity. Be sure
I will continue loving you even when I am with the Lord
in heaven.
		
I stop here full of gratitude and love,
Sr. Maria Teresa Conde.
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Reorienting Religious Life Today

T

he Western Region Catholic Religious of India, Annual General Meeting was conducted on
23rd and 24th of October 2021. All in all there were 72 participants comprising of major superiors, delegates and councillors. Srs.Philomena Menezes and Clara Minz attended the two
days meeting through zoom. It was very enriching, informative and challenging as we listened to the
various speakers.
On the first day, we were taken to Samaritan town through a prayer service where Jesus converses with
a Samaritan woman. We are called to break our barriers and reach out to the outcaste, vulnerable, and
marginalized without counting the cost. We listened to the prominent speaker, Dr. Ram Puniyani a
social activist who spoke on “Educating Citizens to Democratic processes.” In his speech he highlighted the Evolution of Democracy in India. He pointed out that we are in a democratic India but how
much or how far do we feel secure in India? Are we protected? When our Government is not promoting democratic values how are they going to promote human values? If we want to be democratic get
rid of politics which are based on violence. He also presented the reality of Indian History, how even
before Independence we had the leaders with the communal attitudes. He pointed out the fact that,
though they were great leaders and they themselves were not practicing their religion but surely, they
were working to perpetuate their religion. Eg. Mohammad Ali Jinah and Veer Savarkar.
He also said that today minorities are attacked with various issues like conversion, eating beef etc.
Dalits or poor are converted not by the Christians. They are converted by themselves as they are taken
up by the very act of human kindness and compassion by the Christian missionaries. For e.g. Graham Stein.There is so much of hatred and misconception about other religion, but we could start the
PEACE movement in a small ways: may be via WhatsApp, feature films, library, Facebook, video clips
etc to emit the religious harmony. Introduce in the schools alternative curriculum, Training teachers
secular values, celebration of different festivals etc. Later Sr.Noella D’Souza took us to the theme of
“It is high time to speak up” based on the clericalism in the church. The vast gap between the women
religious and the clerics which can cause a scandal in the church. So let us not practice the culture of
silence. As women let us voice out about our insecurity in working for the church.
On the second day the theme was “Reorienting Religious life today.” Rev.Fr. Gerard Rodricks S.J. with
four team members comprising of the laity, presented to the group their understanding and expectations from the religious. They are aware of the problems religious face today, however, what the
lay people want from the religious is to be there for them in their joyous moments as well as in their
sorrows, they look up to us as their role model and guide. Religious need to embrace the prophetic
aspect and deeply rooted in the church not in the institutions. There is a generation gap between the
youth and the religious but we should bridge the gap. Fr. Gerald challenged us to refocus our life on
the Constitutions and the Gospel, listen to the people and discern with the people. Be like Jesus, Mission Oriented. We have lost of being mystic, don’t over plan, and give space for the Holy Spirit. You
cannot be 50/50. 100% commitment to Jesus, otherwise look for another way.
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A speaker from Germany, MISSIO Ms. BetinaLeibfritz who spoke of the need of religious women to
speak up, not to remain behind because they have lots of potentiality and spontaneity. India does not
need any fund if we learn to share what we have. She stressed on Move from “Receiving to Giving”.
The last speaker was Mr. Jose Antony Joseph a married Theologian who spoke on the “Strengthening the Synodal process”, he challenged the women religious as well as the Church to wake up and
listen to everyone. There are four types of Catholics namely; 1st - Religious minded who have lots
of devotion to Pota, Velankani etc. 2nd - Practicing Catholics they are known as satisfied customers,
3rd- Active members but often they feel discomfort and criticize and 4th- Catholics who are moved
out of the church and questioning the church authorities and it’s teaching. Unfortunately these people
will not be heard. Unless we think differently and involve fourth category of people, the synod will not
bear fruit. Finally he exhorted saying let your formation be of critical thinking. Allow the formees to
think and voice out.
To summarize we as religious are called to live our vocation joyfully with prophetic ardor, zeal and
enthusiasm for the people.
Srs. Philu Menezes. and Clara Minz

Determine determination to walk with Jesus

T

oday, on 11th of October 2021 I have a unique privilege of unfolding to you the fascinating mixture of persons and events oven into my life. I spent my early childhood in a closely knit happy
family life. It was a simple Catholic Upbringing of my family and the influence of my deeply
spiritual mother shaped my personality.The determining mould of my early life was the decision of my
parents.They were particular about family prayer, sacramental life and an involvement in the church
activities. They laid a great stress on being contented with what we had, honesty and simple living.
At the age of 7 on the first Holy Communion day my heart enveloped with Jesus presence, and day
after day kept on falling in madly childlike love to with the expression of faith and confidence. The
reading on the life of Saints became the hobby of my young days. Deeply moved by the life of Saint
Teresa of Lisieux, I felt the desire to become a religious. A sense of unworthiness overpowered me
sometimes. Fear and doubt, as well as anxiety clouded my mind. At the end of praying rosary a prayer
for Vocations used to be said in my house. I always prayed that the Lord may free me from uncertainty
and enable me to make a decision.
The inner voice of God became louder and louder. “I want you, you are mine”. My father had a dream
of making me a doctor. I had the best father I would say. He loved me very much and very dearly
but never expressed his love. He was silent and grim; to speak the issue of joining the convent I was
frightened to death. I took my mother into confidence and made her to communicate my desire to my
father. Sure and certain he opposed the idea. The objection came from all the elders of the relatives,
but from my part there was no turning back. “Even all around the house big wall is built, yet, I will
jump and go was my answer”. As the struggle continued having spoken to my parish priest who knew
me very well, agreed to intervene and convince my father. He burst into tears inconsolable. I too could
not control my tears either.With deep pain of parting of his daughter at last he blessed me and gave me
his consent to join the religious life at the age of 17. Even though he was stern, his care and protection
remains as a strong pillar of strength to my life.
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So Vocation is so sacred as the days passed and destiny brought me at the wide open door of Carmelite
missionaries. As I was going through the Various stages of formation which was a foundation for the rest of
my life, my life was an open book to my superiors. I
walked in obedience and discovered that the religious
life is not what I want to do but what I want to be. It’s
all self-offering to God. The formative period was tried,
twisted and tested with many trials in such a way, that
it was not a waste. All those moments passed unnoticed quietly and quickly and Jesus accompanied being
my only rock of life the stronghold and prayer was the
source of strength.
As I look back at the completion of 40 years of religious life I gratefully appreciate my vocation more
than ever. I am so happy that nothing can make me happier. I’m deeply grateful to my superiors, sisters
in the communities for the confidence repose in me and the opportunities that they offered me to serve
the Lord and at the service of the church.
Sr.Emilda D’Silva

The bird’s eye view of 2019 - 2021
“Great is the art of beginning, but greater is the art of ending” says Henry Wadsworth Longfellow.

A

s I complete my two years of Diploma In Elementary Education course in Sacred Heart
Teachers Training Institute, Bangalore, it reminds me of all that God worked in my
life through my teachers and my companions. The joyous moments I spent in their company the good example I received, the many things they taught me with love and interest without counting the cost. For all these things I bow my head in gratitude and love.
When I first met my teachers and companions my memories went back to my school days where
I enjoyed a lot. I was one among the many students to sit and listen to the teachers but now it
was my turn to stand in front and teach the little ones. It was a wonderful experience for me. I
got many opportunities to use my God given talents and capacities in a creative and innovative
way. Though the time was not favorable due to covid-19 it made me to think in a different way.
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Sacred Heart Teachers Training Institute, has been
the temple of learning for past two years. The principal and the teacher educators have shaped and
moulded me through their dedication, determination, love, kindness, generosity and eagerness. The
time of pandemic has helped me to discover new
ways, explore new paths, experience new light and
move ahead with confidence and determination and
to be an authentic light bearer, collaborator with
God, to make His beauty, His goodness and glory a

reality in the lives of students.
I also take this opportunity to thank the former Provincial and her team, and
the present Provincial and her team for permitting me to complete Diploma In
Elementary Education course successfully.

Sr. Amrita Ekka

Jubilations special renewal

J

ubilee is the time for looking back and looking forward, the book of Leviticus depicts the spirit of jubilee as an occasion of being grateful, remembering of
the past events, of rejoicing for the grace received and recognizing God’s faithfulness.
Sr Philomena Menezes and the Council gave me opportunity to attend the Jubilarians course
along with Sr. Ligi Joseph, organized by Isvani Kendra, Pune. We began our course on 26th
of August 2021 and concluded on 25 the of September 2021. We were all together 31 sisters
from different Congregations. The resource persons were excellent. The topics were very relevant, like spirituality of the consecrated life, jubilee prayer, and mission, jubilating in digital
world, challenges and opportunities of consecrated life today, mid-life transition and spirituality, co-creators and life givers, a call for deep commitment. We had strict program yet we enjoyed.
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The journey of 25 years is not a simple journey of
days and years rather it has been intertwined with
the relationship and intimacy with the Lord. I
take this beautiful opportunity to thank God, and
my Provincial and Counsellors and my Superior,
Sr Jessy Fernandes and community members for
giving me the opportunity to attend one-month
course.
Sr Sangita Maghade C.M.

Novena of our lady of Rosary

I

n Umarpada parish, we have one village called “Chavda”. There,
the church was built by the people three years ago, called “Our
lady of Rosary church”. Every year in month of October they have
Novena of our lady of Rosary. The Novena began on 28th of September. As it was planned by the village leaders. During the days
of Novena, all Catholics from the village gathered at 7 p.m. in the
church for the Rosary. First day I went with Fr. Navsa who was going
to celebrate the Eucharist. I was surprised to see the well decorated
church and the statue of our mother Mary by the people without
depending on fathers or sisters. All had been eager to celebrate this
feast of our Mother Mary. For 6 days the priests from our parish
and our neighboring parish came to celebrate the Eucharist in the
evening but last three days Fr. Vincent Saldana S.J. was called to give
talks on Mother Mary and to celebrate the Eucharist.

On 7th October, the feast of our Lady of Rosary, all the people were gathered at the entrance of the
village for the procession at 10 a.m. The beautifully decorated statue of Mother Mary was taken with
love and reverence by the people to the church reciting the Rosary on the way with much devotion.
Once we reached the church Fr. Vincent Saldana celebrated the solemn Eucharist. In his homily he
explained how and when the recitation of the Rosary began and the last message which was given to
the people that touched me so much. He said these words from the Gospel, “That at the foot of the
cross when Mother Mary was standing with his disciple John, He told him, this is your mother and
from that day onwards he kept her in his house. So let each one of us take Our Mother in our own
house, she will teach us what her Son is telling us to do. So do not leave her here in the church but in
our own houses and in our heart and teach our children to take care of Mother.
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After Eucharistic celebration all invited people
of different villages, priests, sisters and the Chavda village people had meal together like one
family. It was nice experience for all of us to see
the peoples ‘devotion to our Mother and the
generosity of the village people to contribute
in the expenses of the decoration of the church
and the food. We felt like one family and we
pray that Mother Mary may take care of her
children to grow in the love of her Son
Sr. Lalita Macwan, Umarpada

St. Monica Patron of Mothers’

B

rambe is declared as the new parish and we had the joy of celebrating St.Monica’s day as the Patron saint of mothers on 29th August 2021. It was a joyous moment for the parish because after
the pandemic it was the 1st celebration. For this feast mothers of our parish began the spiritual
preparation with nine days novena prayer. On ninth day there was recollection and the sacrament
of reconciliation. Sr.Sushila accompanied the mother’s group. There was sincere longing, desire and
happiness to receive the sacrament. Following day we had solemn Eucharistic celebration. During the
Eucharist Fr. Pradeep, the director of Constant Liven’s formation house highlighted the importance
and role of a mother in the family, society and in the church. After the Eucharist, there was a colorful
cultural program. We sisters were given a chance to conduct a game for women. We concluded the
celebration with fellowship meal with the parishioners.
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O

n 14th October we had youth Seminar in our parish. There were 190 youth participated for the seminar. The Resource persons were Rev.Fr.Anjlus Ekka youth
director of Ranchi Diocese and youth coordinator Mr.
Kuldeep Tirkey. They emphasized on the present situation
of youth. They also stressed on setting goals for life, preservation of the culture and tradition. Indeed it was enriching session which boosted the youth to set vision for their
future. There were various activities like games, enactment
of biblical stories and performance of the dances followed
by eucharistic celebration.
Sr.Sushila Bading Ranchi

Pain and desperation of being unemployed

O

ne particular morning (around 9am) unusual to my nature, I was forced to seek the presence
of Him who is always present in the Blessed Sacrament
with an extremely heavy heart. What drove me to the Chapel
at that particular hour is the conversation between two higher
ups of the hierarchy discussing about my job/work to sustain
the community. I tend to behave very maturely when I am
targeted but for now, I was almost ripped off my emotions.
I was just in and out of exodus of transfers (three places in
three years). It was the time of lockdown and I am the only
Carmelite Missionary who is involved into daily distribution
of food to the migrant workers who obtained civil permit
from District Magistrate to go around with a “Pass”. I joined
hands with likeminded NGOs and couple of my friends came
forward to donate money to support food distribution with
police assistance at various places in twin cities. I also got
fresh experience (not intellectually) of pain and suffering of
homeless and jobless and hungry and worklessness when I
assisted the workers from Jharkhand, Chhattisgarh, Odisha,
UP and MP…..

16

In the days that followed, none of my novenas to the most powerful Saints in my list have answered my
prayers. Worst of all, all those government officials who promised government job with high pay and
other facilities have gradually disappeared with most of the actual employees being thrown out of the
jobs from various departments. Though I never stopped being part of various NGOs that are involved
with transgender, slum dwellers, rag pickers, lambadas, auto drivers, migrant workers and other unorganised sectors of the society, the turmoil deep inside my heart continued, with a very brave, smiling
and courageous face. I have witnessed Police grabbing people at the railway stations and flyovers midway and put them wherever they liked as if these migrant labourers were war evacuees! These pictures
were not only about unemployment but have raised several questions which our welfare State could
not answer and my own helplessness to rescue them. Women and children are disproportionately hit!
No more City of Dreams!
Yes, today I understand why perhaps God denied for He certainly holds better and higher plans which
He alone knows to which I always bow down, no matter how hard at times to say “YES” for me.
On the more positive side There is no Easter
Sunday without Good Friday…….I have been
recognised for “Bharatha Rathna Mother
Theresa Award” by All India Christian Federation at the National Level and the inspiration to take up our own registered NGO with
FCRA “Asha Deep” continuing the legacy that
started with Covid Pandemic where I have
seen another type of scenario like a beeline of
the job loser labourers with hungry children,
women, and elderly family members carrying belongings heading towards their native
villages and most shocking helpless deaths
both in the slums and in the neighbourhood.
I started meetings with the slum leaders and
started lobbying with government and cantonment agencies, Lions Clubs, other NGOs,
government hospitals, personal friends for
various programs in the adjoined slums and
fortunately with lot of assistance!
On an average, people who lost their jobs remained unemployed till date and this worrying trend of
prolonged unemployment is playing with terrible effects. The factories and construction sites where
they have given their sweat and toil for years drove them away without making any arrangement for
their shelter and food. These Indian nationals did not get any help from the government on the way.
Some of them when about to enter their own village was denied entry. I consider myself fortunate for
being part of their lives though my food and shelter is secured without earnings:
Sr. Manju Devarapalli CM
Secundrabad Community
……………. to be continued
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Mother the best woman

Mother is the best woman in the world,
No one can forget the love of mother,
Mother’s name itself is awesome,
We will not forget it forever.
Mother’s care is so different from others care,
Her gentle touch and love,
She is loving, caring to her child,
She never gets tire to see her loved ones.
She sacrifices even for little things for her child,
She is charming when she smiles,
We can’t forget her smiles,
For she is in God’s face.
O mother, O loving mother,
Your name is great and lovely,
How can I forget you?
Forever my Mother.
Steffi Chimpa ( 1st year Novice )
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