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Dear sisters, we are once again in communication with you through
this new edition of our newsletter "CREATING COMMUNION".
During this time we have been realizing that in the midst of our
fragility and smallness there is the living God who loves us and
reveals his unconditional love in each event, this certainty enables us
to see with faith and trust the news that comes to us, the departure
of our sisters to the eternal abode of the Heavenly Father due to
Covid 19 and its aftermath, as well as the death of family members
and friends. With Saint Paul we too can say: "I can do all things
through Him who strengthens me" (Phil. 4:13)
We cannot stop looking at our world, as various countries are fighting
to control the pandemic, thousands of people have been vaccinated
and it is seen that the variants of the covid would not stop the
economies of nations anymore. We are witnessing in an increasingly
complex, divided and fragmented world; hence the consecrated life,
consequently our community life, will have the prophecy and the
Kingdom values when it radiates attitudes of humanity welcoming
the other.
In the same way since the beginning of the pandemic, many of our
sisters and communities, overcoming all obstacles and fear, have not
stopped being in solidarity, close to the poorest, accompanying and
celebrating with them. They have made a vital experience of the
essentials of the Gospel and of our charism which is summarized in
this principle: “loving God and neighbours"

August 2021

1

This time has been important to work on the development of the five Congregational projects
(General Animation: formation and accompaniment of processes; Palautian Network: In
communion and shared mission; Justice, Peace and integrity of creation: to recreate prophetic
experience of the charism; towards a sustainable and solidary congregational economy and
Commitment with the youth. On the latter, the GENERAL LINES on VOCATION & YOUTH MINISTRY
was presented on 8th of August by the Congregational commission. As they said during the
presentation and share with us now that, it has been a slow process, which has gone through
various reviews by experts in the field of youth; thanks to the work that was carried out jointly and
perseveringly, they offer to the entire Congregation a proposal with its own seal and Palautian
touches.
In addition to the family news, we present several articles from the demarcations telling us their
experiences on working with the youth. Another important article based on “Talking on the net,
real communication”, comes from the sisters who are doing the course on “Expert on
Communication” at the University in Salamanca.
Because of our charism of ecclesial communion, is natural to have the lay dimension in our
spirituality, indeed, we feel the need to live fraternity with laity and we note with joy how the CMS
is spreading and growing in identity and in number. For this reason, we publish a reflection that
sets and enlightens us on shared mission with the laity.
We continue journeying in communion and fraternity, placing all the situations that we are
experiencing as the family of Missionary Carmel under the protection of Mary, Mother of Carmel,
together with our desire for creative fidelity in following the Lord.
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V &YM

COMMITMENT WIH THE YOUTH
You have been chosen by God not to enjoy his company
But to open ways in the cloister to those who come. Letters, 99, 5

The global congregational plan Go, I am sending you , in its
line of action number 5 proposes to elaborate general
guidelines for Youth-Vocation Ministry that would motivate
and guide an effective commitment with the youth. For this,
the General Council is elaborating the following
congregational project that is, "Commitment with the
Youth" which aims to "accompany the elaboration,
contextualization and implementation of the general
guidelines of Vocation & Youth Ministry. This will help the
sisters and communities to bridge the gap between the
world of the youth, taking concrete steps and seeking
alternatives to get involved in their realities and cultures,
favouring the vital encounter of the young person with
Christ and accompanying the search for meaning of life and
discernment of their vocation."
In November 2019, the commission was formed by Sisters Joanna Gulcz from Europe, Sandra
Henriquez from Chile, Rebecca Polinar from the Philippines, Loida Tortogo and Angelica Conde
from the General Council. We stared to work and communicated with the coordinators of the
Youth-Vocation Ministry teams of the demarcations, to request the plans they were working on,
then, we carried out a study to determine the common elements and we studied how to formulate
some general lines to guide our work and commitment with the youth.
We wanted to have its own charismatic imprint and imbued with the Palautian charism, for this
reason, we requested the help of some sisters at the same time we felt the assistance Sister Lola
Jara to enrich the charismatic aspect and so she joined the team. Thus, from March 2020 she is
involved actively with the team.
We have felt as a responsibility that these general guidelines should respond to the reality of the
youth. As a result, we consulted several religious congregations who work fully with young people
and also the conferences on religious men and women from different countries, this has given us
light and clarity in the designing a proposal.
In the process of our work, we were taken by surprise of the pandemic, but this led us to sharpen
more our wits and organize regular meetings through Zoom platform, wherein we discussed and
shared the work that was done individually to form a common scheme.
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In the month of July 2021 we have seen that our work is taking shape with clarity due to the effort
we have made with so much enthusiasm and dedication. On August 8, we presented it to all the
Vocation & Youth Ministry Teams of the demarcations. Now it is up to them to adapt it to their
own realities.
With this, the first part of this project has been completed, and
now the implementation of these guidelines in the demarcations
and the follow-up by the commission remain to be done.
We want it to be a useful document that guides our real
commitment with the youth, hence, it requires from us a lot of
dialogue and openness to get involved and propose an itinerary
that would help them in their search and dreams.
We invite you then, to read its pages thinking about the youth and
the possibility of being for them a witness of vocational joy and as
Pope Francis invites us, let us allow them to share life, celebrate,
sing, listen to real testimonies and experience the community
encounter with the Living God (ChV 7).

Sr. Angelica Conde cm

Vocation & Youth Ministry in Argentina
As a demarcation, the objective we have set for ourselves in the nucleus is to continue promoting the work
and commitment to the Vocation & Youth Program.
In our mission we seek to encourage the youth to have a personal encounter with Jesus, to discover,
accompany and share their deepest aspirations, to strengthen their values, to accompany them in their
process of personal fulfilment and in search for meaning of life.
For this reason, we have been developing different activities.
Prayer for Vocations
For several years all the communities have been praying for vacations in the Liturgy of the Hours, especially
for the Missionary Carmel.
On the occasion of the Good Shepherd day; bearing in mind the message of Pope Francis for this year
especially dedicated to Saint Joseph (Apostolic Letter Patris corde -father's heart-) who comes to meet us with
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his gentleness, with his strong testimony to guide the way. Each community committed to live this day in
prayer, united with the parishes and proposals in the Dioceses.
Vocation Week (VW)
Every year the Carmelite Missionaries experience an event of grace during the vocation week. It is an
activity that fills us with enthusiasm and joy that renews us in the desire to follow Jesus and to share with
our brothers and sisters the joy of our vocation.
It is a special time to raise some questions that animates our lives every day: What does God dream for me
at this moment in history, in this social context, in my personal reality, with these people that He gives me?
This year a question that is being animated by the testimony of St. Joseph, to whom God's dream took him
very far, beyond his limits, beyond his projects, beyond his fears.

● EUCHARIST IC CELEBRATION OF THE CARMELITE MISSIONS: With a

strong international touch, the Vocation Week began by placing this
project at the Altar.
The Eucharist of that day was presided by Father Federico Mogliani,
ocd belonging to the Argentinean Delegation of Discalced Carmelites
of "San Joseph". The students of the Order accompanied it with some
songs, together with our sisters from "Mater Carmeli" Community
(Viceprovincial House) who were also in charge of motivating the
beginning and end of the Mass.
We are very grateful to the Sisters of the Community "Sta. Teresita"
(Arrecifes) for taking charge of the Script. And to other communities
"Jesus de la Buena Esperanza" (Barreal, San Juan); "San José" (Jujuy);
"San Juan de la Cruz" (Rio Cuarto, Cordoba); "San Ignacio" (Wilde, Bs
As) for uniting their hearts with us in praying the Our Father together
and with the Sisters from the General House (Rome, Italy).

●

What else can we say but express our bountiful thanks to the sisters of the different demarcations
who said yes to be part of this Eucharist by means of the videos sent to us and to others for joining
us in prayer and fraternity that is distinct in us.

●

CATECHETICAL WORK IN OUR SCHOOLS: We prepare different resources to work out the motto in
three levels: kindergarten, primary and secondary. The catechists of each school will implement
the resources.

●

VOCATIONAL CENACLE: Through a Telegram channel we will share a prayer input for adults and
families to help raise awareness that it is necessary to create a vocational culture. It was also
done through Whatsapp group.
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Our Cenacle for this year, we had St. Joseph as the protagonist, since it was his Year. These are 6 (six)
documents to pray and reflect at home.
●

VW VIRTUAL INTERCOLLEGIATE: Prepared
by the catechists, alumni and sisters, a
virtual meeting was held for boys and girls
from our three schools: Arrecifes, Río IV
and Wilde.

The central theme was Vocation, the mission of
each one, but from the point of view of dreams,
those that push them to get out of themselves in
search of what makes them happy. The students
participated with a previous virtual registration.
●

VIRTUAL LIFE PROJECT: It was held from Monday to Friday evenings, for young people from all over
the continent. Sisters from different Demarcations also participated in the preparation for the
moments of prayer. It was concluded on Saturday with a day of virtual retreat.

●

MOMENTS OF PRAYER: both at the beginning and the closing of the VW was animated through our
Carmelite spirituality.

●

CINEMA+VOCATION FOR FAMILIES: A virtual meeting to watch film together about family reality
and the importance of empowering children with their gifts and talents.

●

FAMILY VOCATION MEETING: A meeting for reflection and prayer to discuss some TIPS to help
children fulfil God's Dream in their lives.

●

VIRTUAL VOCATION ROSARY: It was transmitted through our Facebook Live Page, to pray for the
youth, may God's dream come true in their lives.

Participation in the team of the Carmelite Youth
Spirituality Days
We participated in the team formed by the Carmelite
fathers, Carmelite nuns, CMT, Josephine Sisters and the
Carmelite Missionaries Secular. Each day, there is a youth
proposal with the imprint of the Carmelite spirituality; they
were developed every last Fridays of the month virtually.
A great enrichment for the whole family, strengthening
and valuing the charism of each congregation.
We continue to dream in search of new projects of realization that we will soon be carrying out in these
months, with the desire that many young people can find in these spaces elements of vocational
discernment. We entrust the following activities to the Blessed Virgin Mary:
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Projects of life, Palautian Virtual online
●
●
●
●

Palautian Youth Day
Palautian missionary workshop
Weekend with the Carmelite Missionary Sisters
Youth missions at Christmas time/ Epiphany of the Lord in every community

PJV Team
Vice-Province "St. John of the Cross"

The Long Journey of the Youth Ministry of the
Demarcation of Blessed Francisco Palau
The Carmelite Missionaries of the Demarcation of Blessed Francisco Palau have been involved in
youth ministry since they started their mission in the Philippines. Each community responds to the
needs of the youth in their respective neighbourhood or in the school environment.
With the organization of the lay association of the Carmelite Missionaries, which was then called
in English as Lay Missionaries of Carmel (LMC), the youth ministry of the CM in the Philippines
officially called its organized youth group as LMC Youth in 1995.
During the meeting on January 3-4, 2001 held at St. Joseph Community, Lapasan, Cagayan de Oro
City, the CM Campus/Youth Ministers came up with the idea of having a summer youth camp at
the national level.
In the same year, the English name of the international lay group promoted by the Carmelite
Missionaries was change from Lay Missionaries of Carmel (LMC) to Lay Carmelite Missionaries
(LCM). When the latter was adapted, its youth counterpart was named LCM Youth.

On November 3, 2001, the LCM adult and youth and the CM Community of Mati held their first
meeting for the proposed National LCM Youth Summer Camp at the Clergy Compound, Mati,
Davao Oriental. The different tasks were distributed among responsible persons. Hereafter, close
communication with the different Chapters began.
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The collaboration of the LCM with the CM Community set the ball rolling towards the realization
of that big affair on May 4-9, 2002. It was dubbed as the First National LCM Youth Summer Camp
which was held in Mati, Davao Oriental. It was hosted by the LCMY Mati Chapter with the theme:
“Sama-sama Tayong Bumuo ng Isang Bagong Simbahan.” In English it means: “Together we will
build a New Church”
This event inspired the Fr. Francisco Palau Province to
develop its own campsite at the Carmelite Missionaries
Center of Life, Dueñas, Iloilo.
Later, the name Lay Carmelite Missionaries (LCM) was
changed to Carmelite Missionaries Secular (CMS) and
the youth counterpart was named CMS Youth. The
summer youth camp had become a big event of the
CMS Youth. It was organized once every two years in
Inter-Asian Camp - 2017
different places. The last camp was held in 2011 at
Barangay Patag, Silay City, Negros Occidental. From this moment there is a break in the Youth
Ministry of the Province.
During the Provincial Chapter of 2015, a proposal to revive the youth ministry was approved that
would be called “Carmelite Missionaries Youth (CMY)”.
After its official reorganization, the CM Youth camp was revived. Most of the group members
were new since the former CMS Youth were either absorbed by the CMS or dispersed saved a few
who were tapped in the reorganization of the new program.
The CMY and CM had widened its tent to the relatives of the Carmelite Missionaries all over the
country. Likewise, it began to invite participants from other countries that belong to the
demarcation of Fr. Francisco Palau. The 1st Inter-Asian Camp was held in May 2015 at CMCL,
Dueñas, Iloilo with the theme: Contemplate and Proclaim. Moreover, it had organized committees
not only at the chapter level but also at the regional and national levels.
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Closing Mass of the Regional Camp-Mindanao 2018

CMY- Philippines is an official member of the Federation of National Youth Organizations (FNYO)
under the Episcopal Commission on Youth (ECY) of the Catholic Bishops Conference of the
Philippines (CBCP).
The Carmelite Missionaries of the Fr. Francisco Palau Province continue to organize
enthusiastically the Carmelite Missionaries Youth (CMY) in Southeast Asia and Australia.
The CMY had flourished during the pandemic with online
programs generously supported by FOSCARMIS and the
Carmelite Missionaries Philanthropic Development Office (CMPDO)
During this triennium we are implementing the program: THE
LEADERS OF TOMORROW ARE FORMED TODAY.
We are looking forward to the guidelines of the Commission
on Youth of the Carmelite Missionaries for the much needed
Palautian content of our Formation Program.

Sr. Rebecca O. Polinar, C.M.
CMY National Coordinator
Philippines
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“Jesus, himself eternally young, wants to give us hearts that are
young”.
(CHRISTUS VIVIT 13)

These last years of Vocation and Youth Ministry have opened us to the newness of the Spirit and
adapt ourselves to the changes. We know that we have lived through very difficult times
worldwide, but this was not an impediment to continue with this mission.
We believe that it has been an opportunity to put synodality and creativity into practice, thanks to
the shared mission with the laity, we were able to embark on a path towards virtual platform, a
space where young people are present to communicate, relate and interact while maintaining
links through social media.
We started by giving new dynamism to the vocation & youth ministry on Facebook with the name:
“Youth with Meaningful Life” and the creation of Instagram; having as objective: "To motivate the
search for the meaning of life and vocation, to favour the encounter with Jesus, and to propose a
project of Life in light of the values of the Gospel and the charism of Missionary Carmel".

Vocational testimonies, interviews, celebrations and youth meetings are shared through the
website. The most outstanding thing was the Vocational Missionary Week, with the participation
of sisters from different continents. An excellent opportunity for vocational motivation and to
make known the charism! So far we have a group of followers both young and old, making this
space a great challenge for the team of the Province on vocation & youth ministry, to maintain and
increase the number of our followers, but above all to stir up vocational concern and to share
Gospel values and the richness of our charism in response to the search for meaning in life.
Along with the desire to respond to the search and concern of some young women, who have
come to us with a request to know us, we have scheduled monthly meetings via zoom, in which
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we share to them about consecrated life and Missionary Carmel. Some from this group are
requesting to begin a process of vocational discernment, therefore we offer them a time of
accompaniment through video-calls and worksheet that the Province has proposed for Vocation
Ministry.
Another space to reach young people and offer them the opportunity for guidance and
accompaniment in their quest to discover their vocation is through the monthly virtual meetings,
called “Vocational Circles”, which we have undertaken as a team with our brothers and sisters,
Discalced Carmelites; and Carmelite Sisters of the Sacred Heart.
We are encouraged and filled with hope by the strength and impulse that Vocation & Youth
Ministry has gained in the Province, thanks to the availability and openness of the sisters, and the
active and committed participation of the laity who, through teamwork, are responding to the
challenges of vocation & youth ministry in this special time.
In this way and fully trusting that Jesus continues to call and that our charism is a valid and
enthusiastic response for everyone who wishes to hear the Lord's call and accept His mission in
life, we want to continue what the Spirit inspires us, with enthusiasm, dedication and full of hope.

Sisters of the team: Vocation & youth Ministry.
Province “Santa Rosa de Lima”
Perú - Bolivia
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A PATH in the style of Francisco Palau, itinerant prophet at the service of the
Kingdom

We, the Carmelite Missionaries, had celebrated our XXI General Chapter under the significant theme “Go,
I am sending you”. Our Founder, Blessed Francisco Palau heard these words, and for this sexennium will be
the “motivating word” to leave our comfort zones and go to the peripheries to announce the Good News
and the beauty of the Church. The Congregational Plan and some of the projects to be implemented during
this sexennium had been shared by the General Council to the whole congregation. Among these lines of
action, there is one that invites us “to elaborate the general guidelines that motivate and orient an effective
commitment with the youth to bear witness to the vocational joy and give continuity to the charism, to
know and love the young people in their reality, to help them to be leaders, capable of generating the
processes of transformation.”
To start off, a Commission of PJV was created in November 2019
to elaborate the “General Guidelines”. They were composed of
Sisters Rabecca Polinar from Philippines, Sandra Henriques from
Chile, Joanna Gulcz and Dolores Jara from Europe, Loida Tortogo
and Maria del Angel Conde from the General Council. Since then
we have been carrying out the task that the Congregation has
entrusted to us, we have felt very united with all of you - many
times we have dialogued with the PJV teams of the
demarcations for their opinion and to approach the problems of
the youth of today in the diverse contexts where we Carmelite
Missionaries are present.
The encounter and the sharing of experiences among the sisters of the PJV commission have been very
enriching. The members of the commission enjoyed the work and research together. (Because of the
pandemic, the meetings were done virtually). The sharing of ideas, doubts, challenges and joys had
facilitated the elaboration of the lines of action. It helped us to journey together and be enriched, with the
youth always present in our hearts. We accomplished the mission entrusted to us with responsibility and
with the best disposition to learn and understand the ways and lifestyles of the youth in order to accompany
and support them in so many challenges.
The best example and will always be, is Jesus who walked
with the disciples to Emmaus, even though they were going
in the wrong direction. When Jesus insinuated the intention
to go further, they realized that He has given them the gift
of His time, hence, they decided to give Him theirs by
offering hospitality. Attentive and selfless listening is a sign
of our respect to others, whatever ideas or choices in life
they have. (cf. Post-Synodal Apostolic Exhortation “Christus
Vivit” n. 292).
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Pope Francis in the in the document Christus Vivit says: “If you are to accompany others on this
path, you must be the first to follow it, day in day out. That is what Mary did, in her own youth, as she
confronted her own questions and difficulties. May she renew your youthfulness by the power of her prayer
and accompany them with her maternal presence” (“Christus Vivit” n. 298).

I thank the sisters for giving me the opportunity to be part of this team.

Sr. Joanna Gulcz
Province “Mater Carmeli” Europe

The Youth I know

The Lord has always allowed me to share life and vocation with young people from different
places, lifestyles and options, believers and non-believers, lay people and those in formation. In
this experience my life´s itinerary and theirs has been interwoven. They have taught me to live
always in amazement and novelty, in a permanent attitude of conversion, needed to renew my
mentality, to live in gratitude, to be able to intuit and see the Spirit passing through their lives. I
believe that I had to live the spiritual dynamism of Elijah, prostrate myself to listen to the "whistle
of Yahweh" whispering in them, and let them place their newness in life without influencing them
with budgets, ideas and adult personal criteria of how they should be and act. It has been my turn
to let go of the mantle and welcome the new prophetic outpouring.
The young people I know have allowed me, to be a witness and companion in their processes of
human-spiritual maturity, in their sincere, difficult, suffering, faithful searches, and sometimes in
processes that it did not reach to that point of maturity that allows them to make founded
principles, perhaps because the internal and external conditions did not exist for their youthful
prophecy to be unleashed, their gift of visioning, to unfold as the prophet Joel says, for their
prophetic effusion, (Joel 3:1-5).
The young people I know are shouting in the squares of all cities the urgency of recovering their
prophetic outpouring, and in the language of Pope Francis, not to let anyone steal them, because
the present-day reality tells us that this prophecy is crying out and comes his groan to our ears
(Ex3,7). There are powers that are taking away the gift of vision from young people and keep them
in a condition of slavery and, therefore, of exclusion and we know that the greatest expression of
exclusion is invisibility.
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It comes to my mind the recognition of at least three powers that threaten the dignity of the Youth
and that in our newly presented plan of Palautian Youth accompaniment are gathered:
1. A fragmented society that constantly threatens their identity, whose principle is to promote the
provisionality and relativization of values, affecting their subjectivity, that capacity to be
themselves and to reach the interiority and intimacy so necessary for an integral understanding
and relationship with themselves, with God and with creation.
2. Globalization, which promotes competitiveness, consumption and technology as guiding
criteria, despising other dimensions of the spirit, putting at risk the originality and the meaning of
life. Globalization not only distances them from the God of Jesus, but also leads them to a total
ignorance of Him, proposes a narrow vision of reality and a very dehumanizing path.
3. The Church herself, when, as Pope Francis says in the encyclical Evangelli Gaudium, is
preoccupied with being the centre and ends up enclosed in a tangle of obsessions and procedures...
she encloses herself in structures that give us a false containment, in norms that make us
implacable judges, in customs where we feel at ease, while outside there is a hungry crowd and
Jesus tirelessly repeats to us: Give them something to eat!” (Mk 6:37)" (N°49).
The young people I know seek to awaken our
own prophetic indignation and recover the
humanizing project of God, because the kingdom
suffers violence, and the violent take it away (Mt
11:12), what do they ask of us? That we
accompany them on their journey, that we go
along with them in a counter-cultural attitude,
taking advantage of the weaknesses of these
powers to strengthen an evangelical message capable of mobilizing the totality of life and
generating a globalization of solidarity, of respect for rights, for the intrinsic value of each person,
for justice, for commitment as true liberation, for hope; for this we must strip ourselves of all
power and sense of superiority, to live more from the Gospel, in service, fraternity and
communion.
Today I can say that I have good friends along the way, not all of them have followed the path of
consecrated life, but they have followed the growth of faith that allows the recognition of the only
charism, CHRIST, in Him and through Him we have met and we remain united, through Him we
offer ourselves day by day wanting to make the Kingdom of happiness and dignified life appear for
all.
Sr. Sandra Henriquez A. cm
Delegation "Teresa de Los Andes" - Chile
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PALAUTIAN NETWORK PROJECT
IN COMMUNION AND SHARED MISSION

The Palautian Network project is one of the five congregational projects to "promote paths of commitment
in the life and mission with the Laity"; Line of action no. 4 of the global congregational plan "Go, I am sending
you".
Due to the pandemic situation, like rest of the projects,
we have to readjust the programmed activities. As
Father Palau used to say, "Wherever I see an open door,
there I will enter (Letters, 54, 1). Since we were unable
to carry out the meeting organized in Rome in April
2020 with the CMS Advisers in the demarcations, we
changed the program from a face-to-face meeting to a
virtual encounter. We held the first virtual zoom
meeting on July 10, 2020 with the Laity and CMS
advisers. We started it by presenting the shared mission with the laity in all demarcations. Eleven
demarcations have brought us closer to their work with Laity and CMS groups. It was a very enriching and
meaningful encounter, since we were able to have a global vision of our work with the Laity in the
Congregation. The sisters valued these first meetings as a space for encounter and fraternity, a sense of
family and, above all, knowledge of the richness of the mission in their respective demarcations. In the
process of this meeting, it was deemed opportune to extend it not only to the demarcation CMS advisers,
but also to all the local CMS advisers. We have had an average of 35 to 40 sisters participating assiduously
in these meetings.
We have organized too, formation conferences, starting from our "Palautian spirituality" with the theme,
the spiritual itinerary and ecclesial journey of Father Palau, by Sr. Lola Jara, CM. Then from October to
December 2020 we continued with the formation on shared mission with the Laity given by Fr. Pedro Lopez,
a Redemptorist father, who shared with us the general guidelines of their shared mission with the Laity,
which have been implemented in their congregation. Consequently, two couples, Atty. José Tale and
Babylou as well as Goi and Charm Villegas of the International Association of “Couples for Christ",
enthusiastically explained to us their role and their call to the ecclesial mission.
In addition, we also made a space of study, reflection and deepening of the CMS Statutes, which has been
highly appreciated by the sisters, since it has helped everyone to approach closer and lead to the awareness
of the sense of family as CMS and CM.
After receiving this first part of formation, we began to work on the profile and the role of Laity and CMS
advisers and proposals for updating the CMS Plan of Formation as we would have wanted it to be and that
it may be a shared mission with the laity. All these encounters took place virtually every 15 days with the
CMS and Lay Advisers in the demarcations together with Sisters Loida Tortogo and Angelica Conde of the
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General Council. It has been a very enriching work, in content and above all in the process of creating
communion among us. We felt that the frontiers have been opened to us and we have been present in
many CM communities throughout the world. The sense of family that we were experiencing has been a
joy for us. The means of communication is allowing us to be "connected" through whatsapp group where
we communicate frequently and zoom meeting twice a month. However, in the month of August, we
stopped the meetings for a while, but we will return with more contents in the coming months, in order to
go on shaping this "Palautian Network".
The CMS International Committee has developed the
"Protocol on the Prevention of Abuse of Children and
Vulnerable Persons", as requested by the Dicastery
for the Laity, Family and Life. Moreover, we had
periodic meetings with them to follow up the life of
the association, promote virtual meetings with the
coordinators of demarcations, CMS and Lay advisers
of the demarcation, to continue growing in the sense
of family. At present, we are making the proposal of
the new CMS Plan of Formation that will be for the
approval at the CMS International Assembly,
scheduled in the year 2022, but it will be delayed due to the pandemic until the situation allows.
We take it as a challenge, the invitation of opening ourselves to the complementarity with the laity, in
shared mission and networking. Likewise, our Fr. Palau invites us saying …my daughters, now is the time
to work and sacrifice for our neighbors. You must begin here. Christ worked for us until He died and will we
not suffer something to cooperate with Him in the redemption of souls? You are chosen by God not to enjoy
Him in solitude, but to make way in the cloisters for those who come and, in due time, for yourselves through
acts of charity. (Letters 99,5).

Sr.Loida Tortogo y Angelica Conde
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SHARED MISSION WITH THE LAITY
Where we come from
In the biblical tradition, laity-laikos (in Greek) was the person who belonged
to the people of God (laos), the chosen people, it is therefore a chosen one, a
calling among many. This experience of belonging, in the origins of
Christianity, was lived without problems or separations, because it was
structured as a living reality of “Church-communion”. It was considered, according to Pauline doctrine (1
Cor 12: 4-31) as a single body in which each member faithfully fulfilled its mission for the growth and
strengthening of the Church itself and to fulfil its mission of bringing the Kingdom to its fullness. (The
clerical concept of the Church comes much later) In fact, the biblical doctrine of a priesthood and common
responsibility to all the baptized is developed from the 1st letter of Peter 2:5, 9 -10:

“... like living stones, let yourselves be built into a spiritual house,… you are a
chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation. God’s own people, in order that you
may proclaim the mighty acts f him who called you out of darkness into his
marvellous light…"

This sense of ecclesial belonging, of a priestly people has an important echo in the Patristic History. The
co-responsibility of the laity in the ancient Church is manifested in the election of ministers and in their
importance in councils. Saint Cyprian believed that nothing should happen in the Church without the
consent of all the people. In the evolution of the history of theology and of the Church, the structure of
"communion" and the common priesthood of all believers were remaining as theological theory but with
very little practical life.
The French Revolution and the decline of Western culture radically affect the clerical Church style and its
socio-political implications. The decline of ecclesial "power" begins, a new interiorization of "being"
Church commences. Hand in hand with these facts, the positive vision of the laity begins to make its way.
“The theology of the laity emerged in the interwar period. Two ideas, above all, were underlined: 1. The
mission of the laity does not lie in an extraordinary participation in the hierarchical apostolate; it has its
own roots in baptism, confirmation, and marriage (in the realm of the family). 2. Secular spheres (work,
politics ...) due to the creational order, have, their own legitimacy, which must be known and respected, if
they are to be configured in a Christian way. Here the laity are the experts.”…“As painful as it was, the
secularization of the modern age had an eminently positive meaning for the Church, thus being freed from
a historical burden and earthly implications in order to carry out its authentic mission in and for the world.
The discovery of the theological mission of the laity is an important part of the new birth of the Church”.
(Walter Kasper, Vocation and Mission of the laity in the Church and in the world)

Where we are
Although it has its roots in previous events, it is in the middle of the 20th century that the presence of the
lay person who claims their place in the Church appears strongly. In 1951 and 1957, the first and second
international congress of the laity was held, backed by messages of support, encouragement and guidance
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from Pope Pius XII. But the true impulse to the presence and mission of the laity in the Church comes from
the Second Vatican Council. It appears with force in some fundamental documents: Dogmatic Constitution
on the Church "Lumen Gentium", 9-17; 30-38; 39-42; Pastoral Constitution on the Church in the Modern
World "Gaudium et Spes", 43 and an exclusive Decree on the apostolate of the laity "Apostolicam
Actuositatem". The Council took up the ecclesiology of communion, which came from the origins of the
Church and which we can summarize as unity in the variety of charisms, ministries and services.
The theology of being and mission of the laity is clear. Their being Church emanates from the baptism, as
the being and mission of the hierarchy and of the religious; their common source is baptism, not the
hierarchy. For different reasons, in the Church, we do not dedicate enough to the conciliar doctrine and
neither to this issue of the laity.
From the theology of Vatican II, this mission of the laity at present has taken on a special significance
because they themselves claim it and seek their place in the Church. It cannot be justified in the shortage
of priests and religious; or in trying to appear as a Church with a more democratic presence, more
attractive to society. These are external factors and the presence of the laity is justified in the essence of
being Church. The problem will be solved when we become truly aware of the Church about herself and
about her mission in the world. The reasons and external justifications are delaying the solution of the
problem that is fundamental, it is of deep faith in "being Church"
Towards where we go
Today we have a good theological reflection on the laity. They are taking their rightful place in the
Church. Rich and meaningful experiences emerge from this awareness. There are innumerable lay
associations. Some seek their own missionary dynamics and their own lay spirituality, others develop
from existing charisms and spiritualities, and many linked to religious life.
For us Carmelite Missionaries, because of our charism of ecclesial communion, it is natural to
have the lay dimension embedded in our spirituality, indeed, we feel the need to be pioneers in
living fraternity with the laity and we note with joy how the CMS is spreading and growing in
identity and in number. They live committed to society and to the Church from a concrete
evangelical key: the communion that becomes visible and testimonial in fraternity: between us,
our families, friends, colleagues ... It is a first step, but we must aspire to break frontiers, to live
and bear witness to universal fraternity. “To witness a prophetic Church, immersed, servant who
expresses and makes visible the closeness and tenderness of God, his predilection for the
marginalized (Rome 2000, N 3.1)
This "ecclesial sense of our vocation impels us to communion with the people of God ..." (Constitutions No.
44. Rome 2020). We extend it to all humanity, including all nature and our mother earth. "That the creation
itself will be set free ..., it is groaning in labour pains, until now.” (Rom 8: 21-22)
Along this path, opting for the formation of laity and sisters in order to assume the commitment to grow
together in the Church is already, in itself, a testimony of ecclesial communion. We discover that in the
world of our relationships “something new is being born” which requires interiorization and integration
of diversity. It allows us to be enriched, corrected, confirmed, questioned by the truth of God, that those
different from us have discovered. Because every created being is an imprint of God's truth, it is God's
revelation; we live open to the Spirit: not possessors of the truth, nor superiors, but close to all and
vulnerable like all…” With all of us we promote a multicultural Church that is: a welcoming home for
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people of diverse cultures, an instrument for intercultural dialogue in society; sign of the diversity and
universality of the Kingdom” (Spanish Magazine - CONFER, Nº 196).
Our concern for an adequate transmission of the charism is very important. But it is necessary at the same
time, to learn to live and discern in the reality of each moment and of each culture how we make present
the values of the charism: communion, fraternity, solidarity ... how we pray the realities and let the Spirit
guide our walking together towards the fullness of the Kingdom.

Sr. Carmen Diez Argüello
Province “Mater Carmeli”, Europe

Talking "on the net", real communication

Once again in communication with each one of you sisters and friends
of Missionary Carmel to share something on what we are learning in
Social Communication course. Beyond technicalities and digital
content, which are also important, we want to highlight the
applicability of digital communication to our daily lives, and much
more to our mission as communicators and announcers of the
Kingdom of God, of life, of fraternity, truth and justice.

Digital communication: Problems and Possibilities
At this point, no one doubts whether the Church has to be present or not on network ... the
question would be where and how we want to be, what are our objectives? Since communication
is essential in the life of every human being and also in the Church.
From the contribution that we received in the course, we wonder if we are really making good use
of these resources or we are investing time and means without much result. We cannot postpone
this task only to spare time, the creation of content and sustained presence on the networks
requires strategy and investment.
Another very important element is the protagonism of the "users", the community to whom we
have to listen and give a voice in these communicative spaces. Our mission is to communicate the
Good News, establish relationships, fraternity and communion; therefore, our presence on the
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Internet is not a mere show, because we have to
meet current demands, but rather it is a creative
and productive interaction.
Making our own the words of Pope Francis, we
recognize that "the Internet is a gift from God, the
communication tools are a gift from God and that
there is a digital continent to which we must
encourage ourselves to bring the good news of
the Gospel."
"The digital environment is not a parallel or purely
virtual world, but is part of the daily reality of many, especially the youngsters," (MESSAGE FOR THE
47th WORLD COMMUNICATIONS DAY - Benedict XVI) that is why on our evangelizing horizon this is an
aspect that we have to continue promoting with reflection, discernment and creativity.
Our charism can contribute with its spirituality of communion to this social structure of interaction.

How does the digital world affect institutional communication of the Church?
Today we assume the digital world as a place where people live, it is not a virtual world, it is a real
world. Consequently, since people live there, we are called to be present there, but in what way?
Communicating with whom? Communicating Who and for what?
The digital world is a real world in which real things happen: life, faith, vocation and money are
lost, among others; but you can also earn a life, faith, vocation, money, among others. Have we
stopped to think at a personal, family, community, apostolic work, institutional ambience or as a
charismatic family: How am I and how do I want to
be?
To deepen and humanize and socialize with this
digital world, we can take into account some tips
which are professional experience and work in
institutional communication that Jose Gabriel Vera,
one of our professors, gave to us. (Doctor in public
communication; Director of the Secretariat of the
Episcopal Commission for the Media, in the Spanish
Episcopal Conference (SEC), since 2011, and
Director of the SEC Information Office, since 2014.)
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Tips to communicate as a Church in the digital world
1. What happens in the digital world as well as in the face-to-face world, are real. In the digital
world, everything happens faster, it affects more people, and it arrives faster. Therefore,
we need to take care of the production and editing of the texts, photos, video or voice
messages that we share.
2. In the digital world, truth is expensive. The truth is not found on many topics, for example
on climate change, there is a lot of information to compare. Therefore, we must strive to
be there with our truth, concrete, clear and if necessary capable of asking for forgiveness.
3. Intimacy is waning. The intimate environment is more exposed. It is neither good nor bad,
it is so. It is important to truly make ourselves known and to know the internet profiles of
the people who interact with us, to accompany them.
4. People experience real things in the digital world. As a Church we need to be present in
this world and put up our hospital tent. Get people to show their own image, their real
image.
5. It is an obligation for the Church to create a presence with identity, where people are
welcomed, accompanied, healed, and laugh together.
6. What are we going to create in the digital world? An office, a group of prisoners, creating
digital parish communities, a group of patients by Zoom or other platforms within our
reach, etc. All these initiatives already exist, and how are we present? Our charism of
ecclesial communion, to whom does it sends us?
And finally…!
The communication that we practice, online or on other channels, will NOT be like:


It will not be propaganda or publicity of certain successes while we hide errors and failures
in other aspects.



It will not be the simple dissemination of the authorities' versions.



It will not be our message, speech or language; but the conversation and dialogue that we
manage to build from them with all the participating people.



It will not be communication whatever discourse that is constructed in a hierarchical way.



It will not be communication, whatever process that does not try to achieve social
transformation.
Liliana López Castaño, Sadith Palomino y Lourdes Pera
Carmelite Missionaries
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WORTHY RECOGNITION
UNCONDITIONAL DEDICATION: “We will never forget you”.
Carmelite Missionaries from Spain reached Canada on February 1959, specifically in Joliette, at San Carlos
Hospital (modern psychiatric hospital). At the beginning, the sisters lived depending on the Hospital Centre,
later they moved to a house located in Boulevard Sainte-Anne, nº 900, a short distance from the hospital,
where they continued to work. Said transfer took place on October 2, 1971.
Carmelite Missionaries have been here until 2018, the year were they left the country for good. 47 sisters
have served in this hospital as nurses and teachers at the Nursing School.
The work carried out by the sisters during this time has been
a mission of dedication, wanting to make the charism alive,
being at the service of the sick, comforting them and their
families; making alive our identity as Carmelite Missionaries
"To love God, to love our neighbour, as the object of their
mission." In recognition of all this dedication, they have
placed at the entrance of the hospital a commemorative
plaque with the name, surname and date of stay of each of
the sisters who have passed through this challenging and
noble mission, accompanied by emblematic photos of the
work of the sisters with the sick.
They express how the sisters have left a deep impression on the population of Joliette, saying that they
have given in abundance compassion, kindness, dedication, and ardour in their work, which has made them
part of their lives. The text on the plaque concludes saying "We will never forget you".
Joliette and the mission have also left a deep mark on
the sisters who have been there that is why they
proclaim as their own "we will never forget you". They
feel that the San Carlos of Joliette Hospital is a part of
the history of the Carmelite Missionaries and a part the
life and mission of those who participated in it.
May the blessing of the Lord and the protection of
Mary Mother of Carmel continue to accompany the
sick and the staff of San Carlos Hospital.
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FAMILY NEWS
New transfers to “Fr. Palau” Community - Rome.
Sr. Cidalia Soares arrived on 6thMay 2021, from “St. Joseph” community, Kitengela, the General
Delegation “Our Lady Mother of the Church” Kenya, and since 28 th June, she has assumed the
service of animation of the General House community. We thank you sister for welcoming this new
assignment with openness and availability.
Likewise, Sr. Diana Venturato, we thank her, for her generosity and dedication during these seven
years in which she has rendered her service as a Superior to the community “Fr. Palau”. THANK
YOU SR. DIANA!
We welcome Sr. Beatriz Mejia who joined the General House community on 23 rd May 2021, from
the community “Francisco Palau”, La Estrella, Province of “Our Lady of Virtues” Colombia.
Annual retreat of the General Government team
Retreat will be held at the Spirituality Center “François Palau”, Livron (France) from August 24
onwards. We have an opportunity to contact one of the Palautian places; followed by a few days
of rest and visit to the families.
Meeting of the General Bursar with the bursars of the demarcations
On Saturday, 14thAugust, Sr. Hidalia Aguilar, the General Bursar, held a meeting, in order to review
the adaptations of the demarcation plan to the Congregational Plan, after their chapters and
assemblies, from the economic scope. The sisters shared in detail the economic situation of the
demarcation and the challenges they have to address in order to be more sustainable and solidary.
Thank you sisters for your dedication and service to the Congregation!
Project on Palautian Places
The chapters and assemblies held during 2020-2021, dedicated a space for the study and
discernment of our presence in the Palautian places, based on the proposal presented by the
Province “Mater Carmeli” Europe, and approved by the General Council.
The demarcations have welcomed it and have responded by showing the strong bond and love for
the places of our origin.
Some have even sent sisters to Spain where they are already preparing to be part of this project.
The first to arrive was Sr. Jacinta Lee, from the Vice-Province “Saint Elijah” Korea; she is
incardinated in the community of the Provincial House of Madrid, and studies Spanish.
Sr. Rosmery Forero, from the Province “Our Lady of Virtues” Colombia, is collaborating at the
Spirituality Center “Francesc Palau” at Barcelona.
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Other sisters are waiting for their countries to open the borders, so that they could travel and
integrate at the initiation of the project.
Meanwhile, the sisters of the General Council and the Council of the Province of Europe have
been meeting and dialoguing to outline the steps of this process. Through it, it is intended to
channel the involvement of the entire Congregation in the care and empowerment of the places
that bring us closer to our charismatic origins and could be a source of updating and redefining
our charism today.
Upcoming events
 Updating the General Plan of Formation: We reiterate the invitation to participate on the
formation on 18thSeptember at 2 p.m. (Rome time). At the end of the first stage of updating
the General Plan of Formation, the RUAJ team will present the Proposal Report. The report
has been previously worked by the GPF Review Commission, the General Council and RUAJ.
 Awareness on Justice, Peace and the Integrity of Creation. The Congregational commission for
the JPIC Project will have its fourth virtual meeting on 25th September. It was formed last June
and is already working on its first material on raising-awareness, in Spanish and English. It
will be offered to the demarcations.
 General Council of Administration: The annual meeting of the GCA 2021, will be held from
October 13 - 27, 2021, virtually, for the second consecutive year.
 Amplified Council Assembly: Coinciding at the middle of the 2018-2024 sexennium, said
assembly will be held virtually from November 9 - 20, 2021, in which the Provincial, Viceprovincial and Superiors of the General Delegations will participate to assess the
Congregational processes.
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NEW PROFESSIONS:
On 5th June 2021 at Kefamenanu (Indonesia) Province “Fr. Francisco Palau”, Philippines.
Maria Susanti Peni Kebakupuken
Elfriana Gloriosa Susu
Maria Yestiana Nepsa
On 19thJune 2021 in Arusha (Tanzania) General Delegation "Our Lady, Mother of the Church",
Kenya.
Theresa Onyinyechi Nwokeocha
Salome Ugochi Iloabuchi
Ruth magombo
Rosemary Mmassy
Rhoda Iziagbe Irabor
CHANGE OF DEMARCATION:
 Sr. Happiness Iluegbe Izibili from the General Delegation “Our Lady, Mother of the
Church” Kenya, to the General Delegation “Our Lady of Africa” Ivory Coast.
 Sr. Rubiela Arango from the Province "Mater Carmeli" Europe, to the Province "Our Lady
of Virtues" Colombia.
 Sr. Natividad Baquedano from the General Delegation of “Our lady of Africa” Ivory
Coast, to the Province “Mater Carmeli” Europe.
 Sr. Inmaculada Cabrera from the General Delegation "Our Lady, Mother of the Church"
Kenya, to the Province "Mater Carmeli" Europe.
 Sr. Ciciliamma Jose Kunnumpurath from the Province “Mater Carmeli” Europe to the
Province “St. Francis Xavier” India.
SISTERS WHO HAVE LEFT THE CONGREGATION:
 Sr. Jacinta Kabura Ndonye TP General Delegation “Our Lady, Mother of the Church”
Kenya.
 Sr. Desi Susanti Sunaryo
TP Province “Fr. Francisco Palau” Philippines.
 Sr. Reinildis Agustina Babu TP Province “Padre Francisco Palau” Philippines
 Sr. Karolina Zofia Serafin TP Province “Mater Carmeli” Europe.
DECEASED SISTERS:
 Sr. Maria Luisa Gonzalez Garcia, 22nd May 2021. Province “Mater Carmeli” Europe.
 Sr. Maria Pastora Hernandez Diaz, 25thMay 2021. Province "Our Lady of Virtues"
Colombia.
 Sr. Antonia Gortazar Uriarte, 10th July 2021. Province “Mater Carmeli” Europe.
 Sr. Maria Begoña Valentina Arregui Leizaola, 21st July 2021. Province, “Mater Carmeli”
Europe.
 Sr. Maria Elena Loaiza Henao, 28th July 2021. Province "Our Lady of Virtues" Colombia.
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Sr. Sara Maria Romero Cubillos, 28th July 2021. Province "Our Lady of Virtues"
Colombia.
Sr. Encarnacion Argüello Mateo, 30th July 2021. Province “Mater Carmeli” Europe
Sr. Ramona Apologista Nacionales, 31st July 2021. Province “Fr. Francisco Palau”
Philippines.
Sr. Maria Profetiza Luntao Dagohoy, 2nd August 2021. Province “Fr. Francisco Palau”
Philippines.
Sr. Paz Gemora Tacsagon, 8th August 2021. Province “Fr. Francisco Palau” Philippines.
Sr. Sofia Ledesma Parto, 10th August 2021. Province “Fr. Francisco Palau” Philippines.
Sr. Maria Asunción Prieto Vega, 11th August 2021. Vice province “St. John of the Cross”
Argentina
Sr. Jacinta Tomasa Coronado Orozco, 13th August 2021. Province “Santa Rosa de Lima”
Peru.
Sr. Maria Carlota Jaramillo Jaramillo, 19th August 2021. Province “Our Lady of Virtues”
Colombia

SUPPRESSION OF COMMUNITES:
 “Virgen Blanca” Community, Vitoria (Spain). Province “Mater Carmeli” Europe
 “San Salvador” Community, Jujuy (Argentina). Vice-province “St John of the Cross”
Argentina.
 “St Teresa” Community, Mother House Barcelona. Province “Mater Carmeli” Europe
 “Santa Rosa de Lima” Community Nuevo Lima. Province “Santa Rosa de Lima, Perú.

CORRECTION OF INFORMATION CONCERNING THE 14th PROVINCIAL CHAPTER: PHILIPPINES
We conclude this stage of chapters and assemblies, with the Province of “Fr. Francisco Palau”,
Philippines, for which the date was delayed due to the pandemic situation, because it entails
travelling and transferring between countries. This demarcation is composed of six countries:
Philippines, Taiwan, Thailand, Indonesia, Australia and Vietnam. They held their XIV Provincial
Chapter from April 12 to 25, 2021 at the Carmelite Missionaries Center of Spirituality, Tagaytay
City, Philippines. Praise God, it has also been established with all the necessary measures
required by the health crisis and with the responsibility of the sisters. Their theme was: Going
out to the peripheries. The sisters have lived some days of deepening, discernment and
searching for answers to the needs of the Church to be caring and welcoming to so many
brothers and sisters who live in oblivion. The new Government Team are the following: Sr.
Gina Pios, Provincial Superior, Sr. Elsie Ybera, Vicar and first councilor, Sr. Victoria Mesina,
second councilor, Sr. Corazon Gaballo, third councilor, Sr. Emily Corazon Bacani, fourth
councilor, Sr. Anna Teresa Laura Rosalin, Secretary, and Sr. Cynthia S. Calamba, Treasurer.
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From left to right: Ann Teresa Rosalin, Cynthia Calamba, Corazon Gaballo, Victoria Mesina, Gina Pios, Emily Corazon
Bacani, Elsie Ybera

At the end of our edition, we thank the sisters and
communities and all the demarcations who have
shared their reflection and experience by sending
us their articles.
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