International Day
Against Human Trafficking
(July 30, 2022)

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetuer adipiscing
elit, sed diam nonummy nibh euismod tincidunt ut
laoreet dolore magna aliquam erat volutpat. Ut wisi
enim ad minim veniam, quis nostrud exerci tation
ullamcorper suscipit lobortis nisl ut aliquip ex ea
commodo consequat.
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The United Nations defines Human
Trafficking as, “The recruitment,
transportation, transfer, harboring
or receipt of persons, by means of
the threat or use of force or other
forms of coercion, of abduction, of
fraud, of deception, of the abuse of
power or of a position of
vulnerability or of the giving or
receiving of payments or benefits
to achieve the consent of a person
having control over another
person, for the purpose of
exploitation”.
Palermo Protocol (Art. 3, Paragraph a)

In a shorter way, it is the process by
which people are coerced or lured
by false
prospects,
recruited,
relocated, and forced to work and
live in exploitative or abusive
conditions.

Human trafficking is an ancient
phenomenon during all times that
affects millions of people everywhere.
There is no single profile of a
trafficked person but women and girls
are made particularly vulnerable by
inequalities in their economic, social,
familial, cultural and religious status.
Slavery spans a broad spectrum of
industries and settings, making it all
the more important for everyone in
society to do their part in eradicating
this practice.
There is a global situation of
increasing vulnerabilities to human
trafficking at this time of pandemic,
particularly for women, children,
ethnic minorities and foreign nationals
who are the most affected. Indoor
and online exploitation, including
domestic violence, pornography and
sexual
exploitation
of
children,
women
and
adolescents
have
escalated
during
this
time
of
pandemic.
(Talitha Kum International Coordinator)
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United Nations report 2020-2021 - Statistics on trafficking in persons:

One in 200 people worldwide are slavery victims
Forced marriages account for over 15 million trafficking
victims
One in seven forced laborers are moved
A quarter of trafficked people are underage
Male victims form ten percent of victims
Over 40 million people are victims of trafficking
Child sex trafficking accounted for half of the trafficking in
2018
Trafficking generates over $100 billion annually
As Pope Francis declared, “We must raise awareness of this new
evil which, in the world at large, wants to be hidden since it is
scandalous and ‘politically incorrect’. No one likes to acknowledge
that in one’s own city, even in one’s own neighborhood, in one’s
region or nation there are new forms of slavery, while we know
that this plagues almost all countries”.
Short video of Pope Francis:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9THVehSpqH8
In response to this challenge and call, Talitha Kum gathers more
than 6,000 Catholic sisters, allies and friends by referring to the
transformative power of hope, compassion and mercy, which
underpins efforts towards the restoration of dignity for the
exploited as valuable members of the human family. Its Mission is
to end human trafficking and exploitation through collaborative
initiatives focused around prevention, protection, social
reintegration and rehabilitation of survivors, partnership and
advocacy, promoting actions that tackle the systemic causes.
The CM-JPIC likewise is involved with this advocacy. Many sisters
and communities take part of or collaborate in TK or its partner
networks in real cases like those presented by Sr. Nida Indelible
CM, presents from TK Japan and TK Asia.
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 About 60 young Filipino-Japanese descendants and mothers with children,
were trafficked to work in 5 night clubs instead of the promised factories.
They were rescued, kept in shelter houses and the survivors were assisted
to find stable work, housing and schools for the kids. With collaboration and
networking with other Church’s groups and NGO the night clubs were closed
and the owner was penalized.
 A group of 20 international students from the Philippines, Sri Lanka and
Indonesia were rescued from their Japanese language schools’ deception of
illegal long hours’ work as students. The sending school in the Philippines
and receiving school in Japan were closed and owners were imprisoned.
After two years of litigation, the students were paid back of their school fees
and salaries.
 Some babies and children were saved from being sold even by their own
parents
Pastoral orientations on human trafficking - Pope Francis:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=l0V7ioCObQs

Some Reflection, challenges and call for action:
 Are we aware of this phenomenon which
might be even happening in front of our
eyes or in our neighborhood? How can we
be more aware about it?
 How can we stop or prevent this
complicated and even dangerous trading
of persons?
 How can we help the victims and
survivors in their healing process and
regain their dignity?

Lighting a Candle to prayer: We light a candle that stand
as a symbol for the victims whom we remember today and
for all other victims as we pray.
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“When we hear children, women and men being
deceived and taken to unknown places for sexual
exploitation, forced labor and organ trade, our hearts
feel indignation and our spirits suffer, because their
dignity and rights are violated by threats, deceit and
violence.
Oh God, help us fight against all forms of slavery.
Together with St. Josephine Bakhita we ask you to
put an end to human trafficking.
Give us the wisdom and strength to be close to those
who have been wounded in their body, heart and
spirit, so that together we may reach the promise of
life and tender and infinite love that you offer to our
exploited brothers and sisters.
Touch the hearts of those responsible for this serious
crime and support our commitment to freedom, your
gift for all your sons and daughters. Amen”.
（by Talitha Kum）
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